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For more on the podcast series, visit natgeo.com/intothedepths  
 
Long Series Description: 
Black scuba divers across the world are searching for buried shipwrecks from the 
transatlantic slave trade, when millions of enslaved Africans were trafficked to the 
Americas during the 15th to the 19th centuries. A new six-part podcast series, INTO THE 
DEPTHS, follows National Geographic Explorer Tara Roberts as she sets off on the 
journey of a lifetime to meet the divers, marine archaeologists, descendants of those 
brought over on ships, and historians investigating the lost stories of the slave trade. She’s 
inspired to share their accounts both to expand the historical record and to honor the 
estimated 1.8 million unsung souls who perished during the middle passage. Along the 
way, Roberts meets up with her family and friends, spiritual advisers, and even a poet to 
help tell those ancestral stories, and delves into her own roots—challenging her 
assumptions about home and belonging.  
 
Short Series Description:  
Tara Roberts sets off on the journey of a lifetime, joining divers who are searching for the 
wrecks of ships that carried enslaved Africans. Along the way, she delves into her own 
roots—and challenges her assumptions about home and belonging. 
 
Episode 1 
In the introductory episode of INTO THE DEPTHS, we are introduced to Tara Roberts as 
she leaves her old life behind to enter the world of marine archeology through the 
framework of the history of the transatlantic slave trade. We join alongside her as she 
learns of - and eventually joins - Diving With a Purpose, an organization comprised of 
Black scuba divers searching for over 1,000 slave shipwreck sites, where the painful 
memories of the past lay waiting to be unearthed. In this episode, Roberts explores the 
history of the Henrietta Marie, a British slave ship that sank near the coast of Florida in 
the 18th century. The episode is interspersed with poetry from National Geographic fellow 
Alyea Pierce, who paints a vivid and haunting portrait of life onboard. 
 
Episode 2 
“Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have been used to dispossess and malign. 
But stories can also be used to empower and to humanize,” says Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie in the second episode of INTO THE DEPTHS. In this episode, Tara Roberts 



 

 

meets Diving With a Purpose founder Ken Stewart and with him delves into the history of 
the Spanish pirate ship, the Guerrero, as well as the technical approach to investigating 
underwater archeological sites. As she examines the wreck, Roberts also runs into 
evidence that doesn’t match up with the ship’s historical records. 
 
Episode 3 
In episode three of INTO THE DEPTHS, we see Tara Roberts fall (back) in love with a 
small town in Costa Rica, Puerto Viejo, which is home to a community that still feels the 
effects of the slave trade. In this community, young people clamor to uncover their own 
history and, of course, a shipwreck. Also discussed is the racism and systemic 
inaccessibility that permeates the field of archeology, and the importance of centering 
communities in the writing of their own history. 
 
Episode 4 
“To be African American is to be African without memory, and American without any 
privilege,” quotes Tara Roberts in episode four of INTO THE DEPTHS. Roberts heads to 
Africa to walk the path her ancestors may also have, hundreds of years prior. This episode 
takes a personal turn as Roberts explores the history of accomplished African divers, a 
16th century Tudor shipwreck, and delves into her personal family history as it relates to 
the slave trade. Roberts experiences an emotional moment as she comes to terms with 
her family’s past - and future.  
 
Episode 5 
Host Tara Roberts opens this episode somberly, wondering aloud how to emotionally deal 
with the work she’s doing with the divers and the history associated while avoiding being 
re-traumatized by the historical content. She shifts focus to the history of the slave trade 
in Mozambique and how its citizens have grappled with the loss and pain associated with 
it. As she uncovers this story, Roberts simultaneously explores balance and how she can 
bring healing to her experience.  
 
Episode 6 
In the final episode of INTO THE DEPTHS, Tara Roberts returns to her roots in North 
Carolina, searching for a grounding force. She finds it in Africatown near Mobile, 
Alabama, a town populated by the direct descendants of stolen Africans that came to the 
United States on the Clotilda. Here, we hear the stories of those descendants and their 
families, and Roberts gets in touch with her roots. The series wraps with Roberts finding 
a certain belonging that she could have never imagined before. 


